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coming contemporary artist, Aaron Westerberg, prefers realistic art but in each painting be
eliberately leaves areas that are completely abstract, which be wants the viewers to interpret

oung artist, Aaron
Westerberg, calls himself a
y representational arust.
pired by 19th and 20th century
sgends such as John Singer Sargent,
¢z and Rembrandt, he paints in
AS an upcoming artist, he has
y shown his works in galleries and
across the United States and
Best paintings can be found in the
omes of well-known and respected
. who tell Westerberg that his
ftings enrich both their homes and
Iives ~ a compliment that he fully
€s.
Westerberg prefers to paint in a style
IS more towards realism but he
ins that his paintings also have
that are completely abstract, thus
‘ng viewers to interpret his works.

Ospection,' Anna with Smirke o

His preferred medium is oil. “Oil has
the largest number of effects,” explains
Westerberg. “You can use it thick, thin

or somewhere

n the middle. Oil paint
can look like water-colour, charcoal or
acrylic. There are limitless

opportunitics

Westerberg particularly admires

gent — “for his painting style and his
guts; he was a portrait painter but he
transcended the sitter each ume he
painted one,” says Westerberg, adding
that “there are several people who paint
or have painted portraits over time, but
very few have the same outcome as
Sargent or Velasquez. They could paint
the soul of the sitter and did it in a
technically beautiful and simplistic way
Sargent could say more with one brush

stroke than most could say with fifty.”

Despite being so hugely influenced

by Sargent and other realist-artists,

Westerberg only encountered their
works by chance, when he was in
college and found a local artist teaching
traditional drawing Until then
Westerberg had wanted to be an
cditorial cartoonist: he had been
drawing mainly from comic books and
cartoons and never considered drawing
portraits or real life scenes as a way of
making a living.

However, in this extra-curricular

class he ook, Westerberg discovered the
19th century masters, who he thinks
have become his greatest inspiration: “1
began seeking out their work in
museums and galleries across the
country — these masters shaped
everything about how | paint today,” he
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other artists and painting from life

that leads to artistic growth

It is not surprising, then, that he
spends a good part of his day
painting or planning for painting. Of
course, it is not always possible to
prioritise painting or even to paint
everyday: “1 have to do the same
things that other people do.” he
reminds us, and these include
mundane things such as painting the
house or receiving visitors

Although he has always painted
and been drawn to figures, he sold
drawings and still life paintings when
he first began exhibiting his works in
galleries. Now, however, Westerberg
primarily paints figures

Westerberg's painting style
involves finishing one arca of a
painting at a time rather than working

n layers: he finds that this kind of
work-style keeps the painting fresh
oes not lose his

entration about the overall look
f the painting. He usually works on

€ painting at a time, occasionally
g away a difficult picce of work

cturn to it later, but

especially if the painting is a large
one “It's very casy for me to lose «
inspiration if I have too many thing
going on at one ume,” he confesse

Once a painting is done, it is
coated with Damar varnish untl th
painting is absolutely dry - and th
could take up to three months
Painting itself can take him anywh
from a week to a month dependin
on the size and complexity of the
composition. “1 don't like to rush
painting,” he says, “every brush st
tells a story and 1 do not want any
hurried or tentative strokes Just i
music, everything matters. You bu
to the conclusion or focal point &t
those contributing notes are not
played correctly, it takes away frot
the overall meaning and effect ot
picce. In this way | can spend hot
or days just on the supporting
clements of my paintings

In terms of a certain central S¢
to his paintings, he says that his

positive outlook in life is reflected
h

his paintings. One of the thing
he loves about painting is the fact
he can create something beautiful
that will be around long after he
gone. 62

www. westerberg-fineart com
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